Introduction to Media Anthropology
This course gives an overview of the emerging field of Media Anthropology. Having used the term “field“ it seems clear that we can most probably not yet speak of Media Anthropology as a discipline as such. Rather should Media Anthropology be seen as an ongoing  process which brings  together people from various disciplines and various professional backgrounds to deal with similar sets of phenomena with vaguely similar methodologies. 
On a basal level one can say that Media Anthropology examines the relationship between media and people. Culture without communication is unthinkable. Or, in other words: humans need mediums in order to communicate, culture must be “mediated“ to come into existence. Hence, the role of the human being as the “first medium” will be the starting point of our seminar. Secondly we’ll look into the history and differentiation of media systems such as writing, electric and electronic media and explore how and why different mediums produce a different “interface” between humans and the surrounding world. Marshall McLuhan summarized this finding with his famous phrase: “the medium is the message”. 
Lastly, the seminar will explore different forms of narrative. Why is it that certain narrations, e.g. the Aristotelian drama, seem to be more widely used and have more autopoietic potential than others. On the other hand, however, there is the eternal quest for the “totally different narrative” that is a constant concern for artists, filmmakers, poets and scholars alike. This question creates a direct link to one of Anthropology’s fundamental questions: what is the relationship between unity and diversity in human culture and in what way can the study of media help us to understand this relationship. 
Further information and literature for the course can be found at: 

http://www.thorolf-lipp.de/courses_taught/
